Strategies for complete denture success: beyond technical excellence.
Many patients are quite satisfied with dentures that are extremely poor, while other patients are dissatisfied with dentures that are technically excellent. Overall, some 25% of patients are likely to be dissatisfied with their artificial teeth. This article addresses the aspects of denture success not covered by technical considerations. The strategies are based on the principles of good communication and involve an understanding and respect for patients' motivations in wearing dentures. The strategies include help in the development of neuromuscular control and in training regarding mastication. Most importantly, they emphasize patient involvement in the development of the denture. Patients must be made aware of their responsibilities in achieving a satisfactory outcome in the complex patient/denture relationship.